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INTERESTING TRIAL. 


Important Decifion refpetting the Liberty of the Prefs. 
¥ Dublin, Fuly 8, 179°; 


UESDAY came on at the commiffion of Oyer and Ter- 
miner, before Mr. Juftice Henn, the trial of Mr. Amyas 
Griffith, editor of a morning newfpaper, called the Phoenix, on 
an indiétment, at the profecution of the Rev. George de la Poer 
Beresford. 

This matter affords fome novel proceedings in the matter of 
profecutions for libels. 

Itis neceflary to itate, that Mr. Griffith was, about a one 
fince, arrefted, or rather apprehended, on the warrant of a Di- 
vilional Juftice of Police, Mr. Alderman Carleton, iffued in con- 

‘fequence of the information of the Rev. Mr. Beresford, in this 
caie 5 in confequence of which he was brought before the Alder- 
man, and held to the alternative of committal to Newgate, or en- 
tering fureties to the amount of 400l. to come in and ftand his 
trial at the prefent commiffion ; and Mr. Griffith preferring his 
liberty, complied with the latter condition. ; 

The indictment which was read by Counfellor Tharp, -ftated, 
that the traverfer had publifhed, in his paper of the 1gth of May 
la{t, a falle, fcandalous, and feditious libel, reflecting injurioufly on 
the character and conduct of the faid profecutor, and accufing 
Vou, XVI. 394. Q him 
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him with having affociated, at the late election at Kilmainhan, in 
the direction of a tumultuous mob ; of having worn cleétion 
ribbons in his hat and brea{t, and having uttered oaths and blaf- 
phemous expreffions, unbecoming the character of a clergyman. 

Mr. Solicitor General then fully ftated the cafe. 

Counfellor M‘Nally, on behalf of the defendant, made feveral 
objections to the admiffion of evidences adduced for the profe- 
cution, fupported by eminent authorities. 

To the admiffion of Mr. Herbart’s evidence, who appeared as 
2 Commiffioner-of Stamps, to identify the traverfer’s affidavit of 
his fole property of the Phoenix, it was objected, that he did not 
produce his comniiffion in Court, and thathe did not prove he was 
warranted, under the Stamp Act, to adminifter an affidavit, though 
this was the only authority he profeffed to have. 

It was alfo objected, that, comparing the attefted copy of the 
indictment with that now read in Court, there appeared to be m2= 
terial interlineations of inueridoes in the original, fince the at- 
tefted copy was obtained. , 

Objection was alfo made to the admiffibility of the profecutor’s 
own evidence, as he did not produce the certificate of his ordi- 
nation ; and to the infufficiency of the indictment itfelf ; firlt, as 
founding a criminal profecution for a libel, where not even an 
actual breach of the peace was alledged; and fecondly, as not 
originally alledging, before the interlineation, any inuendo, {tating 
that the profecutor was the perfon meant under the name of George 
de la Poer Beresford, in the paragraph alluded to. 

All thefe obje&tions the Court thought fit to over-rule, and the 
profecutor was the only evidence examined on the facts {tated in 
the indictment, having given his teftimony to the profecution, ad- 
mitted, in his crofs-examination by Counfellor Frizzell, that he 
had been very active in the fupport of Mr. Talbot’s election--- 

that he had worn election coekades and ribbons in his hat and 
breaft---that he had affociated in the cavalcade, when Mr. ‘Talbot 
was chaired from Kilmainham to College-green---that he had 
walked by Mr. Talbot's chair---that, when the proceffion was 
approaching Granby-row, where Mr. Finlay lived, he had run 
forward to the foremoft of the mob, and prevailed on them to turn 
down another {treet ; and that, in his warmth and zeal, he might 
have ufed expreffions and language unbecoming his clerical 
profeffion. 
The evidence being clofed, the learned Judge fummed up the 
particulars, and gave charge.te the Jury, who retired; but not 
having 
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having agreed to their verdi& before the other bufinefs of the 
‘Court was clofed for the day, the Judge called onthem to know if 
their verdiét was ready? One of the Jury came forward, and faid 
they had not yet agreed to it. He. was told by the learned Judge, 
that there could be no difficulty on the points of their confiderations 
that, if they did not agree fpeedily, he muft go away, and leave 
them locked up till to-morrow. 

The Jury fhortly afterwards returned with a verdict of “ We 
find that the traverfer is printer and publifher---not guilty of any 
libel.” : 

This verdi& the learned Judge refufed to accept, and faid, they 
muft return a general verdiét, on the general ground in the indict- 
ment, in which there was but ore charge, and ferit them back to 
the Jury-room, where they remained locked up till yefterday morn- 
ing at nine o’clock, when the Court opened,"and they re- 
turned a general verdict of Not Guilty. 

The learned Judge, who feemed to exprefs fome aftonifhment 
at this verdict, thanked God it was not his verdiét, but that of 
the Jury. 

The Foreman of the Jury anfwered his Lordfhip, that they 
could not, confiftently with their oaths, or their conf{ciences, re- 
turn any other verdiét. The indiétment ftated, that the alledged 

libel was falfe ; but the profecutor, on his own evidence, admitted 
it to be truc.---This of courfe juitified the verdict in their minds. 

The learned Judge quoted the opinion of Lord Mansfield, 
_ faid, that the truth of a libel is an aggravation of its 
guilt, 

The Foreman anfwered, * 
opinion.” 

The Counfel for the profecution were, Mr. Solicitor General, 

Mr. Marcus Beresford, Mr. Tharp, Mr. O*Drifcal, and Mr. 


George Jofeph Browne. 
For the defendant, Counfellor M‘Nally and Counfellor Friz- 


zell; who, with a liberality highly honourable to thefe gentlemen, 


refufed to accept any fee. 
The Court thought proper to bind Mr. Griffith over to the 


peace for two years, in 400. 

It is neceflary to obferve, that if the Jury had brought in the de~ 
fendant guilty, it would have left him entirely at the mercy of 
the Court, who could have affixed what punifhment they pleafed, as 


claiming the authority of judging of the malignity of the libel; 
Q2 but 


My Lord, we cannot hold that 
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but the Jury, by their verdi& of Printing and Publithing On/;--. 
aflerted their rights as men, and determined agreeably to their 
confcience, and common fenfe. They found the---Printing of 
the publication, which was unavoidable---but found it was no 


libel. 
NAMES of the JURORS. 
Mr. Savage, Mr. John Wilfon, 
Mr. O'Neil, Mr. Scott, 
Mr. T. Hyland, Mr. Maxwell, 
Mr. Hinchey, Mr, Whitftone, 
Mr. J. Courteney, Mr. Willis, 


Mr. W. Wilfon, _ Mr. Stockdale. 





Remarks on the above Trial, addreffed io the Printer. 


To the PRINTER. 
SIR, 


THE verdict of the Dublin Jury has of late been much the 


topick, and much declamation has been ufed upon’ a very 
plain fubject.---They have undoubtedly done that which every 
Jury ought to do; delivered a verdit according to their evidence ; 
and if every Jury on future cafes of libel, will follow their example, 
you and your brethren, Mr, Printer, will have nothing to fear as 
long as you keep within thofe bounds which good nature and good 
fenfe prefcribe to every man. I dare fay, Sir, you are fully con- 
vinced that the avoiding a libel is nofuch very difficult matter, as 
fome of the great fticklers for the licentioufiiefs (the /iderty they 
call it) of the prefs would perfuade you it is. 

The requitites to fteer clear of this dangerous rock are but few; 
to ufe the language of Pope, though ona different fubject, 

“© There needs but thinking right, and meaning well.” 

The duty of a newfpaper ought, in my opinion, and I believe 
in that of every Englifhman, who withes well to his country, to 
be, to tell no lie, and to conceal no truth, If you never wantonly 
afperfe the character of the innocent, or raife a bluih on the cheek 
of modefty (a crime, in my opinion, of much woriz confequences, 
and more contra bonos mores than many conftructive libels) you 
need never fear to facca Jury of your countrymen ; in whom 
J truft there will always be found enough virtue to acquit a man 
ol 
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of publifhing 2 libel as fa//e, when the truth of it is proved in open 
Court. 

The great evil is, that Courts of Juftice have determined that 

all libels are offences again{t the publick peace, to a breach of 
which they are conftrued totend : thisis, in truth, a very ftrong 
argument for reprefling fuch paragraphs as may manifeftly incline 
the people toan unwarrantable diflatisfaction at unfucceisful mea- 
fures of Government, which, perhaps, no human forefight could 
have avoided; but to apply this conftruction to every petty /lutt 
on the vices and follies which too much difgrace and characterize 
the age, would be impofing {hackles on the ‘mind of indignant 
honefty, which would, in tine, make us degenerate into a race of 
fervile fycophants, incapable of every generous emotion or ex- 
preffion. 
Let the great claim refpect from their fituation, and their vir- 
tues ; but their vices ought to have no’ privilege.--- [rue fatire, 
however, will expofe the vice, and not the perjox, except where it is 
neceffary to put virtue and honefty on their guard againit the vil- 
jain and the profligate. 





A Fury deciding againft the Fudge. 


THE late patriotic verdi& in Ireland is not the firtin whicha 
Dublin Jury took upon themfelves the right of deciding againft 
the Judze.---When Mr. Conolly was the ftrong fupporter of 
Lord North’s unconttitutional adminiftration, in Lord Townf- 
hend’s Vicegerency, he brought in a bill, which pafled both Houfes 
of Parliament, and received the royal afleat ; which bill enacted, 
againft the letter and fpirit of Adazna Charta, that “ the Patriots 
in the north of Ireland, known by the name of Hearts; of Steel, 
fhould be denied the benefit of trial by Jury in their own county, 
and be arraigned and tried before a Jury of the county of Dub- 
lin,” which was 150 miles from where the fact was committed. 
They were accordingly brought, under Mr. Conolly’s biil, fet- 
tered, to Dublin, and arraigned before a moft refpectable Jury, all 
men of contiderable property. 

The late Huiley Burgh, and the prefent Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer, were Counfel for the prifoners, and againft them were 
all the abilities of the Bar then in official fituatioas---with the 
late P. ‘Tubal, Attorney General---and the prefent Provoft of 


Trinity 
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Trinity College, then Prime Serjeant, at their head.--Mr, Huffey 


objected, in the firft inftance, to the whole pannel of the Jury, as 
they were incompetent to try any perfon out of that perfon’s vi- 
cinage, notwithftanding the Legiflature had paffed an a& of Par- 
liament empowering them todofo, But this wasover-ruled by the 
Chief Juftice of the King’s Bench, who faid “the Jury had nothing 
to do with the law---they were only to find or not find the fa.” 
Thetrial therefore proceeded, and when the evidence for the pro- 
fecution clofed, Mr. Hufley made a moft able fpeech to the Jury, 
in which he told them, that by the chartered rights of the realm, 
they were the moft proper judges of the law and the fact---and as 
they were judges of law, they were bound in their confciences to 
inquire whether this new law, under which the prifoners were ar- 
raigned, was not a breach of the conftitution, by difavowing the 
very principle on which liberty ftood---namely, the right which 

every man had to be tried by a Jury of his own vicinage,--- 

Mr. Hufley went into no defence of the prifoners. The Tadge, 

with all his force of reafoning, denied this doctrine, and defired 

the Jury to find the prifoners guilty, and leave the law to the 

Bench. 

The Jury retired, and after debating and well weighing the 
fubje& until morning, returned their verdict---Not Guilty. 

‘The Judge defired them to reconfider it. They faid that they 
were upon their oaths, and that, as freemen, and perfons who re- 
garded liberty, juftice, and the conftitution, they could not do 
otherwife than theyhad done. ‘The confequence of this verdict 
was, that the whole kingdom applauded their conduct ; and the 
Legiflature was fo much afhamed of the bufinefs, that the very 
firit motion at the next meeting of Parliament, after the addreis 
ef thanks was voted, was for leave to bring ina bill to repeal Mr, 
Conolly’s Jury bill; and it was brought in, pafled, and received 
the royal affent, without one diffenting voice, 

This is a ftrong proof that the Legiflature of Ireland, and the 
Privy Council of England, actually allowed the conftitutional 
juftice of a Jury deciding upon the law as well as the fact, evenin 
the face of an act of Parliament. If they had not thought fo, 
o7 would not have affented to the repeal. 

f Britifh Juries were uniformly to follow this conftitutional 
practice of judging of the law as well as the fact, our felons’ 
prifons would not, perhaps, fo often immure perfons who have 
only committed mifdemeanors ; for the judgement of 12 fenfible 
men, 
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men, is certainly fuperior to the opinion of one, let his abilities be 
ever fo great. 








Interefling Extraés from Travels to difcover the Source of 
the Nile, in the Years 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, 1772, 
and 1773. By James Bruce, of Kinnaird, Efq. 


(Continued from Page 110.) 


HE name of the Red Sea he derives from Edom, which in 
Hebrew fignifies red: And the people of Edom, or Idumza, 
he calls its once powerful mafters. The origin of names, how- 
ever, is generally obfcure; they were beftowed in confequence 
of the loofeft and wildeft analogies. Thofe we underftand may 
make us defpair of the unknown. If we had not been informed 
that the ADgean Sea derived its name from an imagined refem- 
blance between the bounding of its waves and of goats, what 
etymologift could ever have traced this ftrange coincidence of 
ideas ? 

The defcription, the plans and views by Niebuhr of the vari- 
ous fea-ports on this fea are fo inftructive and fatisfactory, that 
hardly a gleaning is left for other travellers : We can only, per- 
haps, expect an account of the fubfequent variations of ever- 
fluctuating commerce ; though we find little to this purpofe in 
the prefent work. The reader’s chief entertainment muft be 
derived from the author’s perfonal adventures. ‘The incident at 
Jidda is truly dramatic. Our author, weary, fick, and meanly 
accoutred, is carried, at his own defire, to one of the captains 
at the Bengal houfe in that city,.a Scotchman, as he fays in italics, 
a relation of hisown. On being faluted, the captain called him 
villain, thief, cheat, renegado rafcal, and threatened to throw him 
over the ftairs. He is then taken to Captain Thornhill: 


“ He looked very fteadily, but not fternly, at me ; and defired 
the fervant to goaway and ihut the door. © Sir,’ fayshe, * are 
you an Englifhman ?’? [bowed. ¢ You furely are fick; you 
thould be in your bed; have you been long fick ?” I faid, ¢. Long, 
Sir,’ and bowed. ‘ Are you wanting a paflage to India?’ i 
again bowed. ‘ Well,’ fays he, ¢ you look to be a man in 
diftrefs ; if you have a fecret, I thal] refpect it till you pleale to 
tell it me; but if you want a paflage’ to India, apply to no one 
but 
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but Thornhill of the Bengal merchant. Perhaps you are afraid 
of fomebody; if fo, afk for Mr. Greig, my licutenant, he will 
carry youon board my fhip direétly, where you will be fafe-- 
“ Sir, faid I, © Phopeyou will find mean honeft man; J have 
no enemy thet I know, either in Jidda or elfewhere ; nor do 1 owe 
any man any thing.’--¢ J am fure,” fays he, ¢ Iam doing wrong 
in keeping 2 poor man ftanding who ought to be in his bed. 
Here! Philip! Philip ? Philip appeared. ¢ Boy,’ ‘fays he in 
Portuguefe, which, as I imagine, be fuppofed I did not under- 
ftand ; © here isa poor Englifhman, that thould be either in his 
bed orhis grave; carry him.to the cook,tell him to give him as 
muuch broth and mutton ashe can eat}; the fellow feems to have 
heen ftarved ; but 1 would rather have the feeding of ten to India 
than the burying of one at Jidda.’ 


The effect of this tranfaction is heightened by the Vizir’s dif- 
appointment on finding the Grand Seignior’s firman, letters to 
the Sherriffe of Mecca and his minifter, in Mr. Bruce’s boxes, 
which the Vizir opened at the hinges, with a view to pilfer 
them. 

The mode of making bargains by the India brokers, who fit 
down onthe carpet, fpread a thaw] over their hands, and con- 
verfe on indifferent topics, till they have fettled the price of the 
richeft cargoes by the touch, is curious. 


Mr. Bruce, inthe fecond Chapter of his fecond Book, makes 
the following remarks ona fingular phenomenon which to this 
day obliges the inhabitants of Abyflinia to migrate for a certain 
limited time, and fhift their habitations: In Abyffinia, he ob- 
ferves, there are feven flranger nations, two of which, in com- 
parifon of the five by whom they were afterwards joined, may 
be called Aborigines of the country ; and of thefe he marks two 
races ;--a ftationary and domeftic one, called the Cufhites ; and 
the Shepherds, or a travelling tribe, the carriers of the merchandize 
prepared by the former, 


“ Nothing was more oppofite than the manners and life of 
the Cufhite, and his carrier the fhepherd. ‘The firft, though he 
had forfaken his caves, and now lived in cities which he had built, 
was neceflarily confined at home by his commerce, amafling 
gold, arranging the invoices of his fpices, hunting in the fezfon to 
provide himfelf with ivory, and food throughout the winters 
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His mountains, and the cities he. built afterwards, were fituated 
upen a loomy black earth, fo that as foon as the tropical rains be- 
gan to fall, a wonderful phanomenon deprived him of his cattle. 
Large fwarms of flies appeared wherever that loomy earth was, ~ 
which made him abfolutely dependent in this refpect upon the 
fhepherd, but this affected the fhepherd alfo. 

This infect is called zimb*; it has not been defcribed by any 
naturalift. It isin fize very little larger than a bee, of a thicker 
proportion, and his wings, which are broader than thofe of a bee, 
placed feparate like thofe of a fly; they are of a pure gauze, 
without colour or {pot upon them ;_ the head is large, the upper jaw 
or lip is fharp, and has at the end of ita ftrong+pointed hair of 
about a quarter of an inch long; the lower jaw has two of thefe 
pointed hairs, and this pencil of hairs, when joined together, 
makes a refiftance to the finger nearly equal to that of a itrong 
hog’s briftle. Itslegs are ferrated in the infide, andthe whole 
covered with brown hair or down. As foon as this plague ap- 
pears, and their buzzing is heard, all the cattle forfake their food, 
and run wildly about the plain, till they die, worn out with fatigue; 
fright, andhunger. No remedy remains, but to leave the black 
earth, and haften down tothe iands of Atbara,and there they 
remain while the rains laft, this cruel enemy never daring to pur- 
fue them farther. 

What enables the fhepherd to perform the long and toilfome 
journies acrofs Africa is the camel, emphatically called by the 
Arabs, the /oip of thedefert. He feems to have been created for 
this very trade, endued with parts and qualities adapted to the 
office he is employed to difcharge. The drieft thiftle, and the 
bareft thorn, is all the food this ufeful quadruped requires, and 
even thefe, to fave time, he eats while advancing on his journey; 
without ftopping, or occafioning a moment of delay. As itis his 
lottocrofs immenfe deferts; where no water is found, and coun- 
tries not even moiftened by the dew of heaven, he is endued 
with the power at one watering-place to lay in a ftore, with which 
he fupplies himfelf for thirty days to come. ‘To contain this 
enormous quantity of fluid, nature has formed large cifterns 
within him, from which, once filled, he draws at pleafure the 

VoL. XVI. 394. R quantity 


* Of this infeét, which belongs to the Diptera, the author has given 
a figureinthe Appendix, where it is called Tialtfalya, or the Hum- 
ming Fly ; the Greeks knew a fimilar infe&t_ by the name of Octtros, 
mentioned by Homer; the Latins calied it Afylus, deferibed by 


Virgil, 
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quantity he wants, and pours “it. into his ftomach with the fame 
effect as if he then drew it from a fpring, and with this he travels, 
patiently and vigoroujly, all day long, carrying a prodigious load 
upon him, through countries infected with poifonous winds, and 
glowing with parching and never-cooling fands. Though his 
fize is immenfe, as'is his ftrength, and his body covered with a 
thick fkin, defended with ftrong hair, yet ftill he is not capable to 
fuftain the violent punctures the fly makes with his pointed pro- 
befcis. He muft lofe no time in removing tothe fand of Atbara; 
for, when once attacked by this fly, his body, head, and legs break 
out into large bofles, which fwell, break, and putrify, to the cer- 
tain deftruction of the creature. 

Even the elephant and rhinoceros, who, by reafon of their 
enormous bulk, and the vaft quantity of food and water they daily 
need, cannot fhift to defert and dry places as the feafon may re- 
quire, are obliged to rol] themfelves in mud and mire, which, when 
dry, coats them over like armour, and enables them to ftand their 
ground againift this winged aflaffin ; yet Ihave found fome of 
thefe tubercles upon almoft every elephant and rhinoceros that I 
have feen, and attribute them to this caufe. 

Allthe inhabitants of the fea coatt of Melinda, down to Cape 
Gardefan, to Saba, and the fouth coaft of the Red Sea, are obliged 
to put themfelves in motion, and remove to the next fand in the 
beginning of the rainy fealon, to prevent all their ftock of cattle 
from being dcftroyed. This is nota partial emigration ; the 
inhabitants of all the countries from the mountains of Abyflinia 
northward, to the confluence of the Nile and Aftaboras, are once 
a-year obliged to change their abode, and feek protection in the 
fands of Beja; nor is there any alternative, or means of avoiding 
this, though a hoftile band was in their way, capable of fpoiling 
them of half their fubftance ; and this is now actually the cafe, 
as we fhall fee when we come to fpeak of Sennaar. 

Of all thofe thathave written upon thefe countrics, the pro- 
phet Ifaiah alone has given an account of this animal, and the 
manner of its operation: Ifa. vii. ch. 18 and 19 ver. ‘ And 
it fhall came to pafs, in that day, that the Lord fhall 47/5 for the 
fly that is in the uttermoft, part of the rivers of Egypt, and they 
fhall come, and fhall reft «ll of them in the defolate vallies, and 
in the holes of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon all buthes ;’ 
itis, they fhall cut off from the cattle their ufual retreat to the 
ccfert, by taking poffeffion of thofe places, and meeting them 
there 
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there where ordinarily they never céme, and which therefore are 
the refuge of the cattle. : 

The mountains that I have already fpoken of, as running 
through the country of the fhepherds, divide thefeafons by a line 
drawn along theif fummit, fo.exactly, that, while the eaftern fide, 
towards the Red Sea, is deluged with rain for the fix months that 
conttitute our winter in Europe, the weftern fide towards Atbara 
enjoys a perpetual fun, and a¢tive vegetation. Again, the fix 
months, when it is our fummer in Europe, Atbara, or the weftern 
fide of thefe mountains, is conftantly covered with clouds and 
rain, while, for the fame time, the fhepherd on the eaftern fide, 
towards the Red Sea, feeds-his flocks in the moit exuberant foliage 
and luxuriant verdure, enjoying the fair weather, frec from the fly 
or any other moleftation. .Thefe great advantages have very na- 
turally occafioned thefe countries of Atbara and Beja to be the 
principal refidence of the fhepherd and his cattle, and have entailed 
upon him the neceffity of a perpetual change of places. Yetfo 
little is this inconvenience, fo fhort the peregrination, that, from 
the rain on the weft fide,a man, in the fpace of four hours, will 
-change tothe oppofite feafon, and find him(felf in fun-fhine to the 
eaftward.”” 

(To be continued.) 





The HISTORY of the SECOND USHER. 
ACOMIC TALE. 


[From the Adventures of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancafter, by 
. ames White, Efg. Author of Earl Strongbow, Xc. 
q P=) 


(Continued from Page 114.) 


ms OT far from thefe is a conceited Squire, who profefles to 

have feen the world, and to know mankind, on the ftrength 
of having lain three nights at Antwerp, and bought a pair of 
breeches at Bruges, A Squire, moreover, who, from poilefling 
a few volumes, which lie fcattered continually around his cham- 
ber, would fain pats for a perfon of ajuft tafte in literature, and 
an intimate acquaintance with productions of greatfame. He is 
perpetually reminding us of his affection for his books, It is 
written ina blank leaf of my Amadis de Gaul---I have taken a 
memorandum of it in my Don Belianis---Did you fez my Sir 
2 Bevis 
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Bevis of Southampton any where? Thefe are his never-neg- 
lected. phrafes. And from all this you might be led to imagine 
that he was a perfon deeply read. But alas! the fhallow Squirc 
is fo innocent of real tafte and found judgment in thefe matters, 
that were you to require him to point out the peculiar merits of 
any one of his beloved authors, you would puzzle and incommode 
him to the utmoft degree. For by the mere aid of memory, he 
hath collected a ftock of fcraps, which he deals about aifectedly ; 
thus deeming himfclf witty by retailing the wit of of others, and 
a manof profound judgment by adopted obfervations. 

“ With refpect to his knowledge of the world, his daily practice 
is a proof that few menhavefo little. None can bear teftimony 
that he ever doth an action which {peaks him to have an infight 
into the heart of man; for in this laft qualification confifts the 
knowledge of the world, and notinhaving ambled over a portion of 
Chriftendom, ‘Thatdtrange motion with his elbows he afferts he 
learnt in Picardy; for he aftects to be the flower of elegance, the 
very Phcenix of delicate improvement. In fine, a Squire who, 
having herded with fools and profligates, hath ftored up a fet of 
notions as jmpious as they are abfurd, which he broaches without 
fhame, and by which he profefles to regulate his life and his belief. 
And in tiis he is not only an object of averfion, but likewife of 
contempt ; for mediocrity of intelleét is the fource of tiis depravity. 

¢ ‘Thefe principles and this deplorable vanity, are more perilous 
by far, and more deitructive to fociety, than the fpurious effron- 
tery of Sir Hubert, or the affected unaffectednefs of Sir Hum- 
phrey de Waverley. For (although 1 am but a robber that fay 
it, Heaven help me!) a manly and fincere attachment to the re- 
vealed will of God, and to the ineffable fanétity of the Chriftian 
difpenfation, will infenfibly give birth to folid virtue in the heart, 
to true vigour in the underftanding ; while the contrary inclina- 
tion will inevitably bring forth a peftiferous crop of imbecillity 
and worthlefluefs ; will alienate the affection, and incur the con- 
tempt of all whofe regard or applaufe are worth defiring.” 

The Duke of Lancafter now refumed his tale. 

Tt was now midnight, and the company yet enjoying the dance, 
when Raymond anxious for the health of his female guetts, arofe, 
and thus addrefled them: “ My children, forry I am to be obliged 
to check your innocent entertainment ; but my folicitude for your 
well-beinz, (and itis as a tender parent that I fpeak) demands 

hat, for the pretent, | fhould exhort you to give over.” He faid, 
and the danceys, though reluctantly, difperfed. ‘The Lady Her- 
mundura 
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“mundura wiped her warm face, and, with her right arm a-kimbo, 

and holding a corner of her apron in her left hand, marched up 
and down the hall, as it were to cool herfelf. Sir Marmaduke 
now ceafed to take notice of his limbs. Sir Humphrey de 
Waverley, fatigued with the dances, and with affecting to 
be unaffected, was very glad toreft-himfelf Sir Hubert mo- 
deftly fate down. Friar Matthew made a truce with propricty of 
Janguage; but the Squire who knew the world, though inclined to 
take his eafe, would firit tell the Lady Hermundura a pleafant fecret 
about the Low Countries; and which, the better to affiit memory, 
was in the laft leaf but one of his Rinaldo de Montauban, 

And now many of the fair drew round the patriarch, for the 
purpofe of converfing with him, and of receiving the encomiums 
which he with a liberal voice bettowed on ticir retpective merits. 
Thefe praifes produced no inconfiderable effect : flattery, even 
from a robber, is delizhtful to a female ear; and this politic old 
man, by arts like thete, contrived to keep the ladies in good hu- 
mour with their captivity. Patriarch, did 1 dunce weil?” cried 
the Lady Barbarina, with a {miling face, and {eating herfelf 
brifkly befide him. “ Admirably, my child, (faid he, gently patting 
her upon the cheek,) your delicate and well-proportioned frame 
feemed to promife it at the onfet, and my conjectures concerning 
you have been in no wife difappointed. But, my darling, do not 
jump quite fo high for the future. You are a fine little damfel : 
by the head of Saint Francis I thali become enamgured of you.” 
As Raymond uttered thefe words, the Lady Barbarina took the 
opportunity to laugh, and exhibited her white teeth to a moft en- 
viable advantage. “The Lord Ferdinand Fitzwarrenne now ap- 
proached, and, having fome tender fayings to impart, Iced her off 
to a diftant corner. 

The company, refrefaed with confections and cooling liquors, 
at length took their leave of the patriarch for the night, who re- 
plied, “Good night, my children ; holy Mary keep ye.” This 
faid, each retired to his particular habitation. [had not been long 
in mine, when a voice from an adjoining cabin (the partition 
being thin, and in many places perforated) thus attracted my at- 
tention: ‘It is often, brother, that I reflect on, and indeed deplore 
the condition of us ufhers. To infpect, and be aniwerable for 
the conduct of youthful ladies ; to be hated, and fpited, and 
mocked, and mortilied, is more, | vow to the Heavens, than I am 
wellableto bear. Blefled me the aufpicious hour, thrice blefiec, 
when my ladies and 1, pacing with our paltreys through the wilder- 
nefs 
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nefs adjacent, were beguiled and circumvented. by the melody of 
Mirandora. I fay that I rejoice in my captivity, and pray God 
tifa.at may laft as long as have tolive. For, fince we have fo- 
journed amongtt thefe merry-making caitiffs, | have enjoyed more 
eafe, yea alfo better cheer, than ever I had to boaft of at the caftle 
of Sir Percival, Here damfels muft look to themfelves; ufhets 
are, in this place, an utter nullity. So that let us even make the 
moft of our good fortune, and indulge ourfelves in pleafure, though 
it be but amongft free-booters.”’ 

He ended, and a fecond voice (the voice of another. ufher)-re- 
plied as follows : “ Your.complaints are not unjuft ; our lives are 
a perpetual dilemma. [If faithful to our employers, and rigid 
fuperintendants of what is committed to our care, the youthful 
abhor us, and devife divers fchemes to make us wretched or-ridi- 
culous. If treacherous to our truft, and indulgent to our ladies, 
to what perils are we not expofed from their giddinefs or their in- 
gratitude ? Ineither point of view, then, our Jot is truly pitiable. 
1 am weary of my calling, and will be no more an ufher.” 

I fourtd the Prince of Wales, faid John of Gaunt, at his cabin 
door; converfing with Geoffrey Chaucer.. He looked grave and 
merry by turns, according as our imprifunment, fo difgraceful te 
knightly honour, or the {mgularity of things around us, was pre- 
ientedtohismind. Soon after, we were joined by the Dukes of 
York and Gloucefter, with Owen Glendower, and the Lord 
Ferdinand Fizwarrenne, 

Weentered the cabin, and fate down, filent, and viewing one 
another ; each expecting that fome one would fpeak out, and take 
notice of our prefent extraordinary fituation. At length the Prince 
of Wales, (having firft infpected the partitions, and bolted the 
door) broke filence, and accofted us as follows : “Companions, 
warriors, in this unheard of, this ludicrous, this vexatious turn of 
fortune, it becomes us to confider whether we fhall wafte our days 
in idlenefs and fenfuality, flaves to the domination of an outlaw 
and his Myrmidons, or make fome timely effort, befitting Knights 
to muke, in Order that we may relieve ourfelves from fo inglorious 
a condition. ‘The tournament of Carnarvon is at hand: {hall 
we fuffer it to be faid hereafter, that the caufe why Edward and 
his companions were not there, was that---I] wil] not mention it--- 
I know your hearts, my Lords, and will anfwer for you all No--- 
No. This point then difpofed of, it behoyes us to coniult by 
what means we may not only accomplifh our own freedom, but 
beftow the boon of freedom upon others, Without arms, we are 
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as men of lath amidft this multitude. The queftion then occurs, 
Where are the arms laid up? in the pavilion of the patriarch ? 
or inthe cabins of the caitiffs ? or in fome fubterraneous repofi- 
tory? Be it therefore our firit ‘care to difcover, if poffible, in 
what recefs our weapons are concealed. ‘Thefe once regained, 
(and grant, ye heavenly powers, that we may regain them) your 
valour, noble warriors, will, I truft, procure you liberty.” 

So fpake the Prince of Wales. “ Your withes, (replied I,) 
correfpond with the wifhes of all who hear me. Let us, then, 
this very day make fome attempt towards the difcovery. This 
Raymond (who, in my opinion, isan impudent and felonious caitiff ; 
for fhall he prefume to trefpafs on the liberty of travellers, for the 
fule end of gratifying his untameable thirft of pleafure?) this 
caitiff, I fay, hath not yet led us round this circuit of his domains, 
nor difplayed to us the beauties of the fylvan kingdom. It may 
not prove inexpedient to entice him to conduct us through all the 
feveral divifions, in order that, by obferving his countenance and 
demeanour, his uneafinefs, or his unconcern, we may form fome 
conjecture of what he would conceal fromus. For, my Lords, 
if there be within thefe precincts any certain {pot which he betrays 
an unwillingnefs to fuffer us to infpect, that fame, I hold it, is the 
place of arms.” 

(To be continued.) 





Charaéter of Monjfiewr Necker, under the feigned Name of 
Narfes. 


( Continued ‘from Page 66, and concluded.) 


N° fooner had Narfes entered into the great engagement of a 
National Aflembly with the public, than, tormented on one 
fide with an anxiety to lead, and on the other apprehenfive that the 
machine of an affembled nation would be too mighty for his 
grafp, he became terrified at the fcene, of which he had lifted 
the curtain. From that moment every ftep he took became 2 
blunder. 

An Affembly of Notables*, to which one order of proceeding 


is prefcribed by the Minifter, and another adopted by themfelves. 
Narfes 


* November 6, 1788. 
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Narfes infpires neither confidence nor refpeét, neither the volun- 
tary fubjection of efteem, nor the irrefiftible one thet we pay to 
beings of a fuperior order. 

Regulation of elections, almoft every where rejected. Syftem 
and balance of privileges, obfcure, indecifive, irrctolute, and 
hypocritical, Artificial procraftination and delay. -All thefe 
are the refources of intrigue, not the emanations of genius. 

Ditcourfe at the opening of the States-gencral}, difcovering 
at every turna mind intoxicated, with vamity ; difplaying an in- 
capacity or an unwillingnefs to explain and illuttrate; acom- 
pofition indecent, unmanly, out of place, betraying a narrow 
underftanding and a timorous heart. 

Conferencest,-in which they. rather ftammer than difcuf, in 
which they rather grope than proceed, in which that fearfulnefs 
appears in all its deformity, that {prings from a confcioufnefs, that 
the manis unequal to his {ituation, that he is arrived at the limit, 
when he muft either fuggeft one of thofe grand expedients that re- 
concile the fluctuating opinions of mankind, or confefs at once 
his imbecillity and nothingneds. 

Behold then the great fecret revealed, that for ten years was fo 
fucceflively concealed from a mifguided. nation! Narfes.is now 
difcovered tohave no digefted plan, to want the mind that fhould 
conceive one, to have neither fkill to borrow the ideas of others 
nor friends to correct his errors, and prompt him how to dif- 
charge a tafk, that a vulgar mortal fhould never have undertaken. 

Narfes would give all his fortune, and half the remaining years 
of his life, to fave France fromthe misfortunes in which he has 
uvolved it. No indirect view has mifled him; his integrity is 
ipotlefs ; his intenticns of the pureftkind. But he has confulted 
only his ambition, and never examined his capacity. He per- 
fuaded himfelf, that the defire of doing well, anda few {cattered 
remnants of preparation, would make him equal to the neceffities 
of the public. He has been willing not only todo every thing, 
but to do it unafhitted. When he entered upon adminittration, 
the other fatraps of government were nolonger thought of; alone 
he fixed the regards of men, alone he was the. centre of their 
hopes. 

During the firlt months of his reign, akind of juftice to his 
character impofed filence. “ Give him time to exert himfelf,” 

exclaimed 
t+ May 5, 1788. 


t~ From May 30 to June 16, intended to reconcile the jarring preten= 
dious of tae Nobility andthe Commons. 
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exclaimed. his partizans. The States-general once announced, 
every thing was deferred to the era of regeneration. All that was 
neceflary, was to gain that period without eclat, without a total 


* fufpenfion of the faculties of government. The period arrives. 


We fee nothing of the genius of a ftatefman ; we fee the tricks 
of a juggler, who now appears and now hides himfelf. He has 
not courage toembrace the party of the people; he is afraid to 
have his overtures repulfed by that of the nobleffe. He flatters 
himfelf, that he fhall find in the mediating clergy, a party, that will 
moderate the effervefcence of the other two, and counteract their 
dangerous exceffes. : 

Itis then paft a difpute, that Narfes is not the man we took 
him for. But though he is notall we could defire, may it not be 
better to maintain him in his fituation, than to incur the rifk of a 
change? This is the queftion we proceed to difcufs. 

Narfes has the people on his fide. He is economical, the friend - 
of order, and anexcellent arithmetician. The pride which de- 
vours him, fupplies the place of a public fpirit that he can never 
poflefs. His perfonal credit may be ferviceable to the empty ex- 
chequer in a moment of diftrefs. Foreign nations imagine that 
he is a ftatefman, and think France happy to have her finances 
inthe direction of a man fo pure, fo active. His inflexibility is 
happily formed to encounter the obftinacy of money-lenders, the 
indifcretions of govefnment, the avidity of courtiers; the im- 
portunate folicitations of the fair fex. If the nation be refolved 
to fill up all the deficiencies that ignorance and diffipation have 
made, may fhe not derive confiderable utility from a man, fkilled 
in the mechanifin of collection, and the fcience of financial ver- 
fatility? This is without doubt all that the moft enthufiaftic 
admirer could allege in favour of Narfes. 

His antagonifts will reply: If Narfes would confine himfelf to 
thefe employments, no doubt it would be right to keep him. 
But, if he have always the ambitious itch of going out of his 
fphere, it then becomes us to conftder, not what he might do, bat 
what he does. Can we conceal, that he foments divifions among 
the different orders, not by irritating them one againit the other, 
but by inducing them, to hope that the royal authority will declare 
itfelf in favour of the party to which he fhall promifeit. If 
adminiftration only were to be confidered, perhaps his advice is as 
good as that of another; but we defirea conftitution. Now, 
if we examine his principles, if we conclude either from his 

Vou. XVI. 394. S filence, 
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filence, or from what he has faid, Narfes cannot be admitted to the 
formation of a conftitution. 

His principles are borrowed from the fcheo! of the mof perfeé 
defpotifm. We have icen them devcloped and brought before the 
public by himfelf. 

Inhis difcourfe at the opening of the National Affembly, he 
does not fay a word about the conftitution. The affectation of 
calling the attention ef the reprcfentatives to the finances only, 
could not have been the refult of mere aukwardnefs. 

His cenduét in the fingle bufinels of the election for Paris, 
proves, that he never aimed at that union, which can be the only 

fource of conititutiona] regulations. 

Is it not nearly the greateft of all poffible inconveniences, td 
fluctuate for ever in indecifion and doubt? Has he a fy{tem care- 
fully concealed beneath the veil of his mytterious prudence, or 
does he hide nothing under thefe artificial appearances, but mere 
inanity? What does he intend? Will he furnifh arms to the 
ariftocracy? Will he favour the demagogues? Does he want to 
be King ? Is he defirous to preferve the power of his mafter? 
Is he anxious that the laws i{hould be omnipotent? Every thing 
is probable ; nothing can be demonilrated. If it be neceflary to 
refume once more the reins inconfiderately beftowed, foreiza 
nations will exclaim: “ Thoughtlefs Frenchmen! you have in- 
trufted your happinefs to a ftranger, from whom you had no 

__pledge either of fidelity or talents. You have tried a Mazarine 
‘and a Law, and in defiance of experience you have given once 
-more into the fame fnare. Expect to feel the effects of it !” 
. What could we aniwer to fuch an apoftrophe ? 

To complete a demonttration fo long refifted, let us in the laft 
place inquite, what isa Manifter? and let us impartially com- 
_ pare the picture and the reality. 

. What oughtto be the qualifications of a Minifter in one of 
- the great Courts of Europe ? He fhould be a man, whofe temper 
nothing can intimidate, and yet not too ready to adopt any of thofe 
-_ vatt projects, with the conception of which the imagination is 
délighted, but which ought not to be executed but after the ma- 
tureit deliberation. He ihould be animated with the defire of 
. glorioufly filling his career, and yet not toohafty in fixing upon 
, its characteriftical features. He fhould be tenderly attached to 
. his couhtry, and yet net a flave to the filly prejudice, which re- 
prefents it as the exclufive afylum of capacity and talents. What 
ai? affidyous cultivation ought to have improved this rich and genial 
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foil! The knowledge of men that.is ta be derived from hiftorys 
combined with what pafles immediately under our eyes. That 
obfervation of things yhich depends upon perfonal infpection, and 
that comparifon of interefts to which genius only is adequate. 
An intimate acquaintance with that department of hiftory, 
which exhibits treaties, concluded, altered, rejected ; which in- 
cludes projects, abandoned, refumed, well and ill executed, en- 
forced with vigour, or profcribed with violence. How many 
talents are neceffary to enable 2 man to appear with advantage, 
and to gain the confidence of the perfons to whom he addrefies 
himfelf! A clear and perfpicuous ftyle, accurate and diftinct 
ideas, great command of language, great ftrength of character, 
feducing manners, the maitery of the paflions, rapidity of exe- 
cution, coolnefs in the midft of tumult, a folid judgment, a never- 
failing penetration, the art of concealing all thefe advantages, and 
the ability of difcovering enough of them to overawe and lubdue 
the underftandings of mankind, All thefe gifts are nothing 
without the talent of employing them. ‘To maintain the dignity 
of your mafter, without engaging in unneceflary wars, to guard 
againft the weaknefs of temporifing, that doubles our calamities, 
while it delays the application of a remedy ; to guard with dill 
more jealoufy againit that precipitation, which the vulzar, fond of 
a bufy icene, miftake for the rapidity of genius ; to watch over the 
movements of foreign courts, without having recourfe to the bafe 
inftrumentality of {pies ; to penetrate ina period of tranquility 
into the arfenal of an enemy ; to prepare at a diftance the means 
of defence; to regard the beit conttructed treaty as only a fuf- 
penfion of arms: in the very tempeft and whirlwind of. affairs, 
to call to your affiftance that firmnefs which furmounts a thou- 
fand obftacles ; that felicity of refource, which defeats the moft 
pertinacious oppolition ; ambition ; a courage, that holds cala- 
mity in contempt; a {kill, that improves victory, that forefees fur- 
prifes, that repairs misfortunes, that encounters with fuccels, that 
bears up againit temporary miicarriage; a fkill, {till more un- 
common, to fecure the efteem of Europe, to become the dread of 
your rivals and the dependence of your friends ; an art, almoft 
more than human, to make the luftre of your talents reflect.back 
on your matter, and to perfuade your neighbours, that the ad- 
vantages you poileis refult from the combination of talents that 
exifts in your country. ‘To this allembly of qualifications, that 
is almoft vitionary, it is neceflary to add, decent and refpectable 
manners; a difinterefiednefs, fo pure, and it is acknowledged by 
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your very enemies; an indifference for the eclat of the moment 
in comparifon of the fuffrage of pofterity ; a love of labour, of 
order, and of virtue; that fimplicity which is the characteriftic 
of a great man; in fine, that philofophical contempt for unjuft 


cenfure, 


feffion very eafy in appearance, incomparably difficult in reality, 
the efteem of yourfelf, 
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wnich can never exift till you have firft attained a pof- 





Anfwer, 


by D. Robarts, of St. Columb, to Phocion’s Enigma, in- 
ferted April 26. 


) =~ your enigma o’er and o’er, 
Thinking your meaning to explore, 
But I could not till walking by, 

A blackfmith’s fhop I did efpy, 

An ANVIL, which is what you meant, 
If I the anfwer right have fent. 





Anfwer 


Then burfting glorious, bends her rapid way 
Thro’ the bright regions of eternal day ; 
Sets Heav’n’s rebellious hoft in impious arms, 
And fills the firmament with loud alarms. 


Hi 


Above the clouds, and gains her native fkies, 


* 
* 


culme ; 


Ann Applin, Sturminiter; G, Headford, Wellington ; Fidelio, 
Bath; Amico Crewkernfienfis; and W, Upjohn, Shafton. 


by Fuventus, of Lifkeard, to F. Davis's Second Rebus, 
inferted May 10, 


EE MILTON’s mufe thofe horrid depths explore, 
Where torments reign, and fabl’d montters roar ; 


s mufe fublime on founding pinions flies 


We have received the like anfwer from J. Collins, Uff- 
D. Robarts, St. Columb; J. Whiteway, Dartington; 








A CHARADE, by 8, G. 8, of Collumpion. 
M* firft behold in every tree, 


My next is {wimming in the fea; 
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Thro’ the grove or foreft ftroll, 
And there with eafe you’ll find my whole. 


2 





A CHARADE, by C. C. near Taunton. 
oe my firft in the meadows fo gay, 


Young Nancy repairs with a fong, 
At the clofe of each frugal {pent day, 
Sweet William makes one of the throng. 


In return for his trouble and care, 
Such blifs from my fecond he fteals, 

As a pledge from the innocent pair, 
*Till Hymen their happinefs feals, 


My whole in its beauty array’d, 
Around them promifcuoufly grows, 

It oftimes adorns the fweet maid, 
With the fragance of lilly or rofe. 





4 QUESTION, ly T. Daw, of Totnes. 


ae, there isa vefiel of an exact cylinderical form, in 
which I put one gallon of ale; then 1 immerged a ftaff per- 
pendicular to the horizon in this veflel, and I found the ale cle- 
vated. 4 inches ; after having thus done I filled the veffel with 
ale, and applied the ftaff as before mentioned, and I found the ale 
was then elevated 64 inches. I demand the contert in ale gallons, 
and folid inches ? 





A REBUS, by F. Venn, of Williton. 
y, arene plant ye gents behold ; 


An infect next you muft unfold ; 
Then bring a well-knowntree to mind; 
Alfo a King of Pontus define, 
Who by his own brother was flain; 
A nymph of Ida next explain ; 
And latt the fon of Jupiter find : 
The initials when they are combin’d, 
An occupation bring to mind, 

POETRY, 




















Lines written on returning from abroad, 


AIL rocks and woods, 
And winding floods ! 

Where erft my youthful feet have ftrayed--- 
Where oft | wander’d with my fav’rite maid, 
Or liftlefs laid in lawn or fhady grove, 
‘Tun’d my young voice to notes of melting love ; 
And oft at dewy eve the woods among, 
Have long’d to hear fweet Philomecla’s fong, 
While all was huth’d, fave where the balmy breeze 
Did gently ruttle thro’ the trembling trees 5 

Or murm’ring pleafing found 

Of babbling brooks around, 

Compos’d the mind.to thoughts ferene, 


And footh’d to foft repofe the fylvan fcene, 


Long had the call of war, 

And glory from afar, 
{.ed me to diftant fields of martial ftrife, 
Co toils and dangers of a foldier’s life, 
‘Thro’ many a painful fiege and rough campaign, 
Where death delights to holds his iron reign ; 
*Midft terror, and flaughter, and clafhing of arms, 
Where the drum’s double beat and loud trumpet alarms, 
Whilft peals of loud cannon with thundering found 
The cries of the living and dying confound, { 
And grim-vifag’d havock disfigures the ground, 
*Tul laurel=crowned victory defcends, 


And all the fury of the battle ends. 


Now meck-~ey’d Peace and Plenty glad the plain, 
The tender fpoule enjoys her faithful fwain, 


Welcomes 
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Welcomes from foreign realms her long-loft love, 
And vows he ne’er again abread fhall rove ; 
But fafe ‘from broils in his own humble cot, 
Poffefs with tranquil mind his native lot ; 
No more by wild ambition led away 
He round and round the giddy world fhould ftray, 
But feek contentment ina rural life, 
Blett with a competence and loving wife. 
Yet fhould the vaunting foe but dare 
T” infult thofe rights he muft defend, 
Still would the fwain for fight prepare, 
And ftand prepar’d till life fhall end ; 
Firm to his truft---his country’s thield, 
Again would dare the hottile field. 



























Wernevedy Fuly 9s 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


To the Diftinguifhed Mx. HANNAFORD, School- 
_ mafter; at Totnes, on his late moft diftinguifhed Poem on 
the Month of June. 


OET of Totnes moft deplor’d ! 
Diftinguifh’d Mafter Hannaford ! é 

Whofe verle well-kucwn, but not explor’d! 

Which of the Mufes did infpire 

Thy rhymes, or thy renowncd lyre, 

When with the moft di/finguifh'd tune 

Thou late didft fing the briery Fune ? 


As yet I never knew but nine ; 
Neithér of whom, I’m fure, is thine : 
But ftill thy verte, 
(So ftrangely terfe !) 
Perfuades me there’s another ; 
Should it be fo, 
I beg toknow, 
If Hannaford’s the other? 
SAM. SHERRET. 
Lifkeard, Fune 28, 1790. 
EPITAPH 
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UNG for my goodnefs! like a rogue with an halter, 
To morrow diflected, then plung’d ina falt-trough ; 
No bill of indiétment againft me preferr’d, 
No judge in his circuit my cafe ever heard ; 
No witnefs was heard, no counfel was feed, 
But a mere fham trial---all parties agreed ; 
The butcher turn’d theriff, the farmer turn’d judge, 
For a flight depredation they ow’d me a grudge ; 
O fuch arbitrary power ! andina free land ! 
No corpulent pig can thefe Chriftians withftand ; 
Search all the deep records in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
Pore all the old law books the Temple will yield, 
Back to Magna Charta---you won’t find a claufe, 
‘That goodne/s was ever a breach of the laws; 
But liften, kind reader, to eguity’s cry, 
Both mifers and pigs fhall do good when they die. A 


J. LOVIBOND. 


































Tie 


Othery, Auguft 2, 1790. 





SONNET TO MERCY. d 

By Joun Rennie. ‘ _ 

BF ner speaclal of the everlafting God, 
Whofe throne unchanging majefty furrounds, b 
Whofe prefence gilds affliction’s dire abode, f; 
And cheers the forrowing wretch that guilt confounds ! h 
As fiery vengeance lifts the threat’ning {word, rn 
To crufh the trembling victim of his hate, h. 
While rigid juftice feals the ftern award, | 
From thee he hopes and meets a milder fate: h 
Meek angel! ftill with benediction mild, eo 
Thy facred virtues tomy foul convey ; f 


And, as I wander o’er life’s barren wild, 

Be ftill the bleft companion of my way; 
Still from my path the fiends of darknefs chace; 
And purify my heart with Heav’n-reflected grace ! 


June 4, 1790. 


< 








